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Government of India considered afresh the whole subject of local
self-government in the light .of the altered political circums-
tances of the present time It has already been pointed out
that in September 1917 Lord Chelmsford explained there
were three roads along which advance siould be made
towards the progressive realisation of responsible government.
Of these, the first road was in the domain of local
self-government. Urban and rural self-government constitute
the great training ground, from which political progress
and a sense of responsibility have almost everywhere
made their start, and it was felt that the time had come to
quicken the advance, to accelerate the rate of progress, to
stimulate the sense of responsibility in the average citizen
and to enlarge his experience. Accordingly in May 1918,
the Government of India issued a comprehensive resolution
-designed to indicate the manner in which they desire pro-
gress to be made along this very important' road of local self-
government. It may be stated that their recommendations
-are broadly in harmony with those of the Decentralisation
Commission. While reserving to the Local Governments the
power to modify the general principles therein laid down in
specific cases and for specific reasons, the Government of
India expect that the Local Governments, each in its own
degree, will adopt a forward policy in general conformity with
the wishes of the Government of India. The general prin-
ciples animating the resolution may be briefly indicated. In
the forefront comes the main object of local self-government,
the training of the people in the management of their own
affairs. This implies that political education must take
precedence over departmental efficiency. It naturally follows
from this that local bodies should be as representative as
possible of the people whose affairs they are called on to
administer ; that the authority entrusted to them should be
real; that they should be freed from unnecessary control.
This last point is extremely important; and to an inade-
quate realisation of it the defects which exist in the present
system of local self-government have been largely ascribed by
many observers. The control of Government over local bodies